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Course Description

This course uses a variety of frameworks, including ecozones and principles of physical, human and economic geography, to explore Canada’s distinct and evolving character.  Students will investigate the interconnections among the landforms, climate, soils, plants, animals and human activities in Canadian ecozones to develop geographic knowledge and skills that contribute to an understanding of Canada’s diversity and its role in the world.

Catholic Graduate Expectations

The Ontario Catholic graduate will be able to achieve many of the expectations in their study of geography.  Through their examination, evaluation and application of knowledge of interdependent systems (especially physical, ecological and socio-economic), students will discover what is necessary for the development of a just and compassionate society.  This course will help in the development of a responsible Catholic citizen who respects and affirms the diversity and interdependence of the world’s different peoples, respects the environments, and promotes the wise use of resources.  Furthermore, it is expected that the Catholic student of geography will promote the dignity of humankind and realize the nature of stewardship bestowed upon them as children of God.

Course Expectations

Overall Expectations

Geographic Foundations: Space and Systems

By the end of this course, students will:

· Describe the components and patterns of Canada’s spatial organization;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the regional diversity of Canada’s natural and human systems;

· Analyze local and regional factors that affect Canada’s natural and human systems.

Human-Environment Interactions

By the end of this course, students will:

· Explain the relationship of Canada’s renewable and non-renewable resources to the Canadian economy;

· Analyze the ways in which natural systems interact with human systems and make predictions about the outcomes of these interactions;

· Evaluate various ways of ensuring resource sustainability in Canada.

Global Connections

By the end of this course, students will:

· Describe how Canada’s diverse geography affects its economic, cultural, and environmental links to other countries;

· Analyze connections between Canada and other countries;

· Report on global issues that affect Canadians.

Understanding and Managing Change

By the end of this course, students will:

· Explain how natural and human systems change over time and from place to place;

· Predict how current or anticipated changes in the geography of Canada will affect the country’s future economic, social, and environmental well-being;

· Explain how global economic and environmental factors affect individual choices.

Methods of Geographic Inquiry and Communication

By the end of this course, students will:

· Use the methods and tools of geographic inquiry to locate, gather, evaluate, and organize information about Canada’s natural and human systems;

· Analyze and interpret data gathered in inquiries into the geography of Canada, using a variety of methods and geo technologies;

· Communicate the results of geographic inquiries, using appropriate terms and concepts and a variety of forms and techniques.
UNITS OF STUDY

· Module 1-Influences et liaisons canadiennes: un survol
· Module 2-Les méthodes d’enquête géographique

· Module 3-Les liaisons physiques : les écozones du Canada

· Module 4-Les liaisons culturelles

· Module 5-Les liaisons économiques

· Module 6-Les liaisons internationales du Canada

· Module 7-L’avenir du Canada
The order and content of the units may be changed at any time at teacher’s discretion. Students will be given prior notice of changes within a reasonable time.
ATTENDANCE
Your regular and prompt attendance is an integral part of learning; therefore all lates and absences will be recorded on your report card.  You are responsible for all of the material studied in this class.  It is your responsibility to inform the teacher in advance of your absence from class due to a school-related event (e.g. field trip, athletic event, etc.) or otherwise( e.g. doctor’s appointment. etc.) and to update your notes, prepare for tests, etc. in the event of any absences.  When assignment/tests are collected, checked or written on a day when a student is absent, the due date and mark for that work will be at the discretion of the teacher. The student is required to accompany the late assignment with a note from the parent/guardian explaining the absence. 
EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Each student will be given a variety of opportunities to demonstrate the extent to which she/he has met the expectations of this course. The final grade will be a percentage, which represents the student’s overall achievement of curriculum expectations based on his/her most consistent level of achievement.

70%

Summative assessments throughout the semester

30%

Final assessment including examination

Each student must complete all final assessments in order to receive the credit. One of the goals of any course is the development of work and study skills needed to succeed in the workforce and life. These skills will be monitored throughout the semester and will be recorded on the report card as follows:

	E= Excellent
	G= Good
	S= Satisfactory
	N= Needs Improvement


These apply to the following categories:

· Responsibility

· Organization

· Independent Work

· Collaboration

· Initiative

· Self-Regulation

ASSIGNMENTS / TESTS
Students will be given advance notice of major tests; however, minor quizzes may be given at any time. Students are expected to keep up to date on work. Should students fail to hand in assignments promptly on due dates without a valid excuse (parent or medical note only), the mark for that assignment may be zero. Should students be absent for a test, an alternate date to reschedule the test will be given if absence is excused (parent or medical only).

NOTEBOOK POLICY
It is the student’s responsibility to complete all homework and to correct them as we discuss them in class. These will form study notes. Notebooks should contain some kind of organizational structure including titles/headings, dates, and no additional graphics.

The front page of the binder must be clearly labeled with your name, the teacher’s name, course code, the number of your assigned textbook, and the names and numbers of two classmates in case you are absent.  The content of your binder should be organized as indicated above.  Your work must include the date, headings, and page/question numbers where applicable.  You are expected to bring your binder, pen/pencil, eraser, and textbook to class each and every day.  Notebooks may be checked to ensure they are well-organized.

Chapter Tests and Quizzes

You will be given reasonable notice for all tests.  Performance tasks will be completed in class to demonstrate the level of learning that has occurred.  It is important that you complete all assigned homework and seek assistance as soon as difficulties arise.

Projects/ Reports/ Essays

Projects and activity reports give you a different medium through which you can demonstrate your learning.  You are expected to complete projects and reports neatly, accurately and promptly.  These assignments provide you with a unique opportunity to demonstrate your communication and creative skills as well as the depth of your understanding of the concepts studied in class.

The Buddy System
Since all of us are away occasionally, we will be using a system that should enable the student to keep up with the work for this course. Each student will choose a “buddy” and will in turn be that person’s “buddy.” When your “buddy” is absent, you should: pick up an extra copy of any handouts for him/her, keep clear legible notes, take note of any special announcements made in class (i.e., tests, assignments, etc.), and contact your “buddy” at home if there are any special messages.

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM
Cheating includes things like copying homework, labs, or projects, looking at someone else’s test, using cheat notes or opening texts during test. Plagiarism includes copying someone else’s words and using them for their own.  Copying someone else’s work, then citing a reference is STILL plagiarism.  Use properly annotated references/bibliographies for all paraphrased work.  A separate handout on “Writing responsibly” will follow.  The rules against this activity are strict and will be treated severely. Anyone caught plagiarizing will receive a mark of zero on the plagiarized assignment.  Parents will be contacted and the administration will be notified.

CLASS ATMOSPHERE

The grade 10 Geography class will have the following guidelines to adhere to at ALL times in class.

· No food or drink(except water bottles), or backpacks are permitted in class at any time

· No cell phones are permitted in the class at any time.  They will be taken away by the teacher if they are brought to class.

· Remain seated (unless permission has been given)

· Be respectful of your teacher and your colleagues

· Only one person speaks at a time

· Pay attention and stay on task

· Arrive on time and be prepared with all required materials

· Complete all assignments

· Follow directions

· Respect school and classroom policy(e.g., uniforms/ behavior requirements)

· The use of MP3’s or other musical devices are NOT permitted in class.
